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Headwinds for Christian Education

• Cultural	Divided





















CULTURAL POLARIZATION ON 
CAMPUS

• National	anthem	controversy
• Conversation	about	guns	on	campus
• Diversity	efforts
• Social	media	context	– algorithms	that	increase	polarization
• 75%	of	people	live	only	in	their	own	“tribe”

• How	do	we	help	student	to	disagree	agreeably?	
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WASHINGTON/NATIONAL UPDATE
• Past	CCCU	Chair
• Secretary	of	Education	Betsy	Devos
• PROSPER	– Higher	Education	Reauthorization	Act	(last	time	in	2008)

• Improved	protection	for	religious	mission
• Define	in	detail	and	more	expansively	what	is	meant	by	religious	mission
• Forbids	accrediting	agencies	and	other	“state	actors”	from	discriminating	against	schools	because	of	
religious	mission

• Gives	religious	universities	a	right	to	appeal	to	the	Secretary	of	Department	of	Education	if	they	are	
discriminated	against	based	on	their	religious	mission

• Fairness	to	All	
• California	Update	– Bill	2943	– the	selling	or	advertising	of	reparative	therapy	
services	would	be	fraudulent	business	practice
• Masterpiece	Cake	shop	case
• Trinity	Western	University	Law	School	case



JBU POLICY CLARIFICATIONS – LGBT 
ISSUES
• Examples
• General	approach	

• Affirm	Biblical	ideal
• Recognize	possibility	of	falling	short
• Respond	on	case	by	case	situation	with	grace	and	truth
• Reserve	right	to	make	separation	decision

• Specific	approaches	to	transgendered	people
• Integrity	(doctrine	of	creation)
• Accommodation	(doctrine	of	sin)
• Civil	rights

• Areas	covered
• Employee	expectations
• Traditional	undergraduate	student	expectations
• Adult	student	expectations
• Housing
• Athletics
• External	guests
• Facilities



JBU Headwinds

• Cultural	divide
• Increased	prevalence	of	anxiety	and	depression



Anxiety and Depression on Rise
• Numbers

• 3	million	teens	have	one	major	depressive	event
• 2	million	experience	depression	in	a	way	that	interferes	with	normal	functioning	
• 6.3	million	have	anxiety	disorder	(30%	of	girls,	20%	of	boys)	– only	20%	receive	treatment

• What	are	you	seeing?
• How	are	your	responding?



JBU Headwinds

• Cultural	divide
• Increased	prevalence	of	anxiety	and	depression
• Digital	Revolution





































How will digital revolution affect Christian 
Education?

• Enrollment
• Marketing
• Giving
• Educating
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